Social Work 695.XX                                                                                                        
The Ohio State University

College of Social Work

COURSE TITLE:   Women and Aging: International Perspectives                            CREDITS:   3

COURSE OVERVIEW:   This course provides an introduction to the diversity of aging experiences for women throughout the world.  Current and historical social, economic, and health realities of older women are explored with an emphasis on the impact of cultural roles and expectations for aging women.  Women are the majority of the older population in nearly all nations and the majority of those women live in developing nations. The United Nations predicts that, by 2050, one out of 5 people on Earth will be over age 60.  Since women outlive men in both developing and developed countries they will continue to be in the majority.  Internationally, older women face unique circumstances and challenges because they are more likely to be poor, have lower educational attainment, and have more family caregiving responsibilities than do older men.  There are movements to empower and promote human rights for older women and the role of international organizations in those endeavors will be highlighted.  Throughout the world, developed and developing societies often view older women as non-contributing burdens reflecting ageist and sexist attitudes.  To counter this image, the emerging understanding of the unacknowledged productivity of older women will be highlighted.   

PREREQUISITE:   This course is open to undergraduate and graduate students in good standing.  
COURSE OUTCOMES: Upon satisfactory completion of this course, students will demonstrate:
1. basic knowledge and understanding of variations in the aging experience of women  in the Americas, Africa, the Middle East, Asia, and Europe; 

2. an understanding of  the unique challenges that poverty, ageism, illiteracy, and sexism present to older women throughout the world;  
3. basic knowledge of  major health issues of older women throughout the world; 

4. an understanding of how  social work’s values and ethics of optimal health and well-being, respect for human diversity, empowerment, and self-determination apply to all older women; 
5. an understanding of the cultural variations in older women’s anticipated and actual social roles; 

6. knowledge of selected psychosocial frameworks relevant to development of older women and their applicability cross-culturally;  
7. basic knowledge of  the United Nation’s women’s initiatives and international women’s organizations that are relevant to older women; 
8. knowledge of  the productive contributions, including unacknowledged productivity, of older 
women throughout the world. 
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COLLEGE INCOMPLETE POLICY:  An incomplete grade will be considered only if the student has a verifiable emergency or hardship situation.  The student is responsible for discussing the incomplete option with the Professor prior to final examination week.  Circumstances under which an “I” grade can be given as well as the deadline for completion of the course will concur with University policy.   If an incomplete (with an alternate grade of “E”) is given in a course required for enrollment in a course offered the subsequent quarter, the “I” must be removed by the second week of the subsequent quarter.

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT:  The College of Social Work fully supports the University standards on Academic Misconduct.  Students are responsible to follow University rules (#3333-31-02-b) in all academic work.   These rules can be found in the Program handbooks and the University Handbook*.  This includes, but is not limited to: following course rules; no use of unauthorized information or assistance; no plagiarizing; no falsification, fabrication, or dishonesty in reporting research; and no alteration of grades or University forms.  All faculty are strictly bound to report suspected cases of academic misconduct.  

*This publication material is available on request by contacting Ms. Brenda Davidson in the MSW Office, 313 Stillman Hall or voice: 292-7684.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITES:   Please contact the Professor in person, by telephone, or e-mail with any questions about accessibility or need accommodation for a disability. 
GRADING 

Class Participation                           10 points

Analysis of Assigned Reading         15 points

Course Paper                                    55 points

Presentation                                     20 points                        

Total possible points                      100 points
A    =  95-100
A-   =  90-94 
B+  =  85-89
B    =  80-84 
B-   =  75-79 
C+  =  70-74 
C    =  65-69
C-   =  60-64
D+  =  55-59
D    =  50-54
E    =    0-49  
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Course Format:  Instruction in this course includes lecture with interactive discussion, handouts, video/DVD, and focused discussion of assigned readings.  
Assigned Readings:  Course packets or electronic reserves  

Class Participation:   Students are expected to come to class prepared to discuss assigned readings. Questions and discussion during lectures are also encouraged.  
Analysis of Assigned Reading:  During week 1 a reading from the course syllabus will be assigned. The reading will present information on older women in a particular region.  A three-page written analysis of the reading is due week 3.  It should include a brief overview of the reading, how the reading might relate to personal experience, what new information was learned, and how the information might be used to benefit older women in that region. The analysis will be returned week 4. 
Course Paper:   Select a particular issue/topic with specific relevance for older women an conduct a comprehensive review of the peer-reviewed literature.  Search the literature for updated relevant information on the issue/topic and older women in the United States and another selected geographic region or society.  Peer-reviewed (refereed) journals are listed in Ulrich’s International Periodical Directory which can be found in the Main Library as well as most OSU branch libraries.  Based upon the search, the paper should present a clear overview and comparison of what is known of the issue/topic in the chosen region and what is known about the same issue/topic for older women in the United States.  A one-page proposal and rationale for the course paper is due week 3.  The proposal will be returned on week 4 with either the instructor’s approval or a request for re-submission.  Course papers without the instructor’s approval will receive no points. The paper is due week 7 and will be returned week 8.   The paper must meet the following criteria to achieve maximum points: 
1. Approved proposal and rationale 
2.   Paper 

· 10-12 pages, double spaced, 12 -point times new roman font, one-inch margins 
· written in APA style

· at least 10 peer-reviewed articles  

· introduction (clearly labeled “introduction”)

· in-depth analysis and comparison of the regions

· an overall conclusion  (clearly labeled “conclusion”)

· reference list
· NOTE:  NO electronic submissions will be accepted
Class Presentation:  During the last session, students will present their course paper to the class and summarize how the assignment affected their understanding of women and aging internationally.  

COURSE EVALUATION:   The course evaluation will use a standardized SET form provided in class.  Written comments will also be solicited.  The course evaluation will be in accordance with the evaluation policies of the College of Social Work.  Number 2 pencils will be provided.  
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COURSE OUTLINE AND READINGS 
SECTION I:  Perspectives on Older Women throughout the World
Week 1:     Introductions.   Overview of the course.  United Nations.  International Organizations.  
Readings:   
Ewing, D. (1999).   Gender and Ageing.   In J. Randel, T. German & D. Ewing (Eds.), The Ageing and  

     Development Report: Poverty, Independence and the World’s Older People. London: Earthscan 

     Publications, Ltd. (p.  33-45).

Kim, K-D, Bengston, V.L., Myers, G.C. & Eun, K-S. (2000). Aging in East and West at the Beginning 
     of the 21st Century. In  V.L.  Bengston, K-D. Kim, G.C.Myers, & K-S.Eun (Eds.), Aging in East 

     and West: Families, States, and the Elderly.  New York: Springer Publishing Company (p. 3-16).  
World Health Organization (2002). Women, Ageing and Health.  Geneva: Author.    
Wray, S. (2003). Women Growing Older: Agency, Ethnicity and Culture. Sociology, 37, 511-527. 

Readings are Assigned

SECTION II: The Americas
Week 2:    Focus on the United States

Readings: 

Garner, J.D. (1999). Feminism and Feminist gerontology. Journal of Women and Aging, 11, 3-12.  
Institute for Research on Women and Gender (2002). Aging in the 21st Century: Consensus Report. 
     Stanford, CA: Author.  
Palmore, E.B. (2001).  Sexism and Ageism. In J.M. Coyle (Ed.), Handbook on Women and Aging.  
     Westport, Connecticut: Praeger (p. 3-13). 
Trotman, F.K. (2002).  Historical, Economic, and Political Contexts of Aging in African America.   

     Journal of Women and Aging, 14, 121-138. 

Wolf, D.A., Laditka, S.B., & Laditka, J.N. (2002). Patterns of Active Life Among Older Women:  
     Differences Within and Between Groups.  Journal of Women and Aging, 14, 9-25. 

DVD:  The Open Road: America Looks at Aging (2005) 
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SECTION II: The Americas (continued)
Week 3:   Overview of Latin America.  Focus on Mexico 
Readings:                       

     Eber, C. & Tanski, J. (2002).  Women’s Cooperatives in Chiapas, Mexico: Strategies of Survival and Empowerment in Times of Struggle.  Social Development Issues, 24, 33-40. 
Luccisano, L. (2004).  Mexico’s Progresa Program (1997-2000): An Example of Neo-Liberal Poverty 

     Alleviation Programs Concerned with Gender, Human Capital Development, Responsibility and 

     Choice.   Journal of Poverty, 8, 31-58. 

Sokolovsky, J. (1997).  Aging, Family and Community Development in a Mexican Peasant Village. In 

     J. Sokolovsky (Ed.), The Cultural Context of Aging: Worldwide Perspectives, 2nd Edition.  

     Westport Connecticut: Greenwood Press. 
Course Paper Proposal and Analysis of Reading are Due 

SECTION III: Africa & the Middle East
Week 4:    Overview of Africa.  Focus on South Africa. 
Readings:  
Cattell, M.G. (2003).  African Widows: Anthropological and Historical Perspectives.  Journal of  

     Women and Aging, 2/3, 49-66.                                   

Kinsella, K. & Ferreira, M. (1997).  Aging Trends: South Africa. International Brief IB/97-2.   

      Washington, D.C., International Programs Center U.S. Bureau of the Census.  
Stroeken, K. & Makoni, S. (2002).  Cultural Roles of Older Women: Past and Present. In  K. Stroeken 
     & S. Makoni (Eds.), Ageing in Africa: Sociolinguistic and Anthropological Approaches.  New 
     York: Ashgate Publishing Company.   

Course Paper Proposal and Analysis of Reading Returned with Comments
Week 5:     Overview of the Middle East.  Focus on Kuwait and Iraq.

Readings:   

     Conference of the Islamic Organization for Medical Sciences, Kuwait.  
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Week 5  (continued)
Rights of Aged People: An Islamic Perspective, (1999). Recommendations of the International 

Rizzo, H. (2002).  Even Roses Have Thorns: Women’s Organizations and the Struggle for 

    Enfranchisement in Post-War Kuwait. Social Development Issues, 24, 41-49. 
Hoskin, I. (1994).  Older Women as Beneficiaries of and Contributors to Development: International 
     Perspectives.  Washington, D.C.: AARP.  

SECTION IV:  Asia
Week 6:     Overview of Asia. Focus on India.   
Readings:   

Gokhale, S.D. (2003). Towards a Policy for Aging in India. In P.S. Liebig and S.I. Rajan (Eds.), An 

     Aging India: Perspectives, Prospects, and Policies. New York: Haworth Press (p.213-234). 

Rajan, S.I., Sarma, P.S. & Mishara, U.S. (2003). Demography of Indian Aging, 2001-2051. In P.S. 
     Liebig and S.I. Rajan (Eds.), An Aging India: Perspectives, Prospects, and Policies. New York: 
     Haworth Press (p.11-30). 

Week 7:      Focus on East Asia.   
Readings:
Choe, H-K. (1995). Status and Role of the Elderly in Traditional Korean Society.  In  S-J Choi and H-
     K Suh (Eds.), Aging in Korea: Today and Tomorrow. Seoul: Chung-Ang Aptitude Publisher (p. 21-
     36)
Chow, N. ( 1994).  Elderly Women in Changing Asian Societies. Asia Pacific Journal of Social Work, 
     4, 41- 57.  
Mjelde-Mossey, L.A. & Walz, E. (2006).  Changing Social and Cultural Environments: Implications 
     for Older East Asian Women.  Journal of Women and Aging,

Tsuji, I., Sauvaget, C. & Hisamichi, S. (2002).  Health Expectancies in Japan:  Gender Differences and 
     Policy Implications for Women.  Journal of Women and Aging, 14, 135-148.  

Course Paper Due
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SECTION V:  Europe 
Week 8:     Overview of Europe.  Focus on the European Union 

Readings:  

Ackers, H.L. (1994).  Women, citizenship and European Law: The gender implications of the free 

     movement provisions. Journal of Social Welfare and Family Law, 16, 14-27. 

Commission of the European Communities (1999). Towards A Europe for All Ages: Promoting 
     Prosperity and Intergenerational Solidarity.  Communication to the 1999 United Nations 

     Intergenerational Year of Older Persons.  Brussels: Author.  

Einhorn, B. & Gregory, J. (1998).  Introduction: The idea of Europe. The European Journal of   

     Women’s Studies, 3-4, 293-296.  

Offen, K. (2000).  European Feminisms 1700-1950: A Political History.  Stanford: Stanford University  

      Press.  Chapters 1-3.  

Robine, J-M., Jagger, C. & Cambois, E. (2002). European perspectives on healthy aging in women.  

       Journal of Women & Aging, 14, 119-133.  
Course Paper Returned
SECTION VI: Bringing It All Together:  Student Presentations  
Weeks 9 & 10:     Student presentation of Course Paper 
Course Evaluation
